GOLF REPORT

With its instructional golf clinics, tournaments and scholarship program, the Ohio Girls Golf Foundation
introduces girls to countless educational, recreational and career opportunities through the game of golf.

Where Ohio stands vs the nation

From the President
The
leadership
of the Ohio
Girls Golf
Foundation
often refers
to ourselves
as the “little
charity that
could”. And
like the little engine, over the
past 26 years, we’ve inched our
way up that mountain. Though
we are a grassroots nonprofit that
relies solely on local donors and
tireless volunteers, our locomotive efforts have made an impact
on girls across the state.
Who do we serve?
Not necessarily the best players in the state, although they often play in our annual Showcase.
We’re here to immerse girls in the
game of golf wherever they are
along their journey. We’re proud
to act as the means for a girl to
head out and score 100+ in our
event, but vow to come back
the next year with a much
lower score—and then do it!
The tools we use to empower girls ages 8 to 18 and
far beyond into adulthood include statewide clinics for beginner to advanced players, college
scholarships, financial assistance
to play in golf events, and of
course, our annual Showcase, to
give high school teams and individuals a glimpse of what they’ll
see in the season ahead.
Thanks to all the folks who
make our efforts possible, who
keep this engine running.
—Patricia Nugent
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Girls golf continues its upward swing
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ANNUAL
FUND
DONORS
As a nonprofit organization,
we rely on individual and corporate donations.
If you are interested in joining
our loyal group of donors, please
send us your donation in the
enclosed envelope or donate
online at OGGF.org. Funds are
used for college scholarships,
instructional golf clinics, and
financial aid for girls to attend
tournaments.
Thank you to 2019 donors:
Jeanie Belhobek
Cleveland Women’s Golf Assoc.
Sally Conley
Tom & Leslie Croyle
Lori Davies
Nancy Forhan
Michael Heisterkamp
Taylor Lanning
Jane Marshall
Clay Miller
Kathy Newton
Pat Perme
Sherry Robinson
Connie Strong
Kenneth and Laura Tomko
Tom & Joan Vlacovsky
Ginny Wilhelm

In Memoriam

John P. Hildebrand —
in memory of Jimmy Burke

In honor

Kimberly Gardner — in honor
Madison Gardner, Gannon
University Women’s Golf Team

Endowed Scholarships
Colleen O’Brien (in memory of
Maureen T. O’Brien)
Charlie Wood (in memory of
Patty Wood)
Fairchild Family Foundation
In honor of Teen Burke
(anonymous)

* Please forgive us if we left out any names,
as every donation is most appreciated

Job Opps in Golf
Interested in summer internships for PGA Works Fellowship
and Seasonal Junior Golf Staff?
Please email judd@oggf.org or
lynne@oggf.org for details.

From the Executive Director
By Judd
Stephenson

Happy 2020
and welcome to
a new decade
for all of our
OGGF participants and supporters. While the
mild (knock on wood) winter
thus far makes it seem like golf
season is right around the corner…we would like to take this
opportunity to highlight some
changes for the Foundation.
First, I would like to welcome long-time OGGF Board
Member Patricia Nugent to the
role of OGGF President. After
long-time President Teen Burke
stepped down from the OGGF
presidency (she is still on our
Board of Trustees and active on
the day of the Showcase), I was
able to serve as both the Executive Director and President. I am
very happy to say that Patricia
stepped into the president’s role
effective in November 2019. Patricia has a long history with the
OGGF, is well versed with the
organization, and knows all the
ins and outs of all our various
functions, from the Clinics to

the Showcase, Scholarships and
Financial Aid—and of course—
she helps author this newsletter!
Many thanks Patricia for joining
the team of officers!

Another terrific addition to
the OGGF Team will be Lynne
Plaisance, a long-time staff
member at the Northern Ohio
PGA, as our new Executive
Director, effective April 1, 2020.
Lynne’s promoted position
as Director of Operations and
Membership Services of the
Northern Ohio PGA will position her to be very effective in a
unique way to handle and grow
all the day-to-day operations of
the Foundation. She is an expert
in golf administration, and the
business of golf. She is very
much a supporter of “girls in the
game” and shows a fierce desire
to put her 27 years of experience
in the industry to good use to
accomplish the ongoing mission
of the OGGF.
Finally, as I step away as
OGGF Executive Director at the
end of Q1 2020, I would like to
thank our sponsors—big and
little—without you the Foundation slows to a crawl; and the
young ladies who attended all

of our clinics, showcases and
tournaments over the years; and
lastly, all our terrific volunteers
who really make the foundation
run. There are volunteers in so
many facets, from those who
help us on the day of the OGGF
Showcase as spotters and at the
scorers’ table, to the PGA teachers and hosts for our Spring
Clinics, to all of our Board
Members who have served over
all the years of my tenure as
Executive Director. To all of you,
my heart is full with thanks.
It has been my great honor
to have worked with all of you.
I will remain on the Board as
Treasurer, as we welcome new
Board Members Paul Barlow,
the Athletic Director at Magnificat High School, and Matt
Stroud, Avon Oaks Country
Club’s new Head Golf Professional. I hope to continue to be
able to help all the young ladies
of the OGGF as I enter my next
chapter as Director of Instruction at Avon Oaks, as my passion continues to be to teach and
coach this great game.
Wishing you all well for a
most prosperous 2020 season—
on the golf course and beyond.

College scholarship deadline is March 31

To support local girls in their future endeavors, OGGF awards college scholarships to girls
who have been involved in the game of golf in
any capacity.

“Unlike
other golf associations, our
scholarships are
awarded based
on community
service, extracurricular efforts,
academics and
financial need,”
says Scholarship
Chair Dorothea
Polster. “It is not based on wins or scores, but on
a person’s overall character.”
Over the past 26 years, the Foundation has
awarded more than $100,000 in college scholarships to 100-plus girls and counting.
In 2019—thanks to our generous donors—the
OGGF awarded eight college scholarships to:
Emma Davies of Avon Lake High School, Madelyn Brown from Tiffin Calvert High School,

Jenna Jacobson from Poland Seminary, Paighton Masterson from Avon Lake High School,
Paige Rider from North Royalton High School,
Grace Thompson
from Theodore
Roosevelt High
School, Jenna
Timko from
Poland Seminary
and Heather
Zaglauer from
Fairfield Senior
High School.

The deadline
for Ohio high
school seniors to
apply for a 2020 scholarship is Tuesday, March
31, 2020. Applications are available at OGGF.
org.
In addition to scholarships, the Foundation
also awards girls financial aid throughout the
year to travel and play in tournaments, locally,
regionally and nationally. Applications are
accepted year-round, and also are available on
our site.

Bringing their “A” game to the Showcase
Just
days before
the season
officially
kicked off
last year,
players
from high
schools
across
the state
brought
their preseason “A”
game to the
18th annual
Ohio Girls Golf
Foundation Showcase on July 29 at
Avon Oaks Country
Club.
And the Cinderella school—
Theodore Roosevelt
High School in
Kent—that has
never participated
in this tournament
before, came away
with both first and
second place honors, with the
A and B teams scoring 338 and
361 respectively. They were
trailed closely by Hathaway
Brown, which scored 367.
Other teams competing in
the event included Avon Lake,
Canfield, Chagrin Falls, Copley,
Magnificat and Medina. Plus,
21 individual girls participated.

Thanks
to our
sponsors
SHOWCASE Sponsor
($5,000)
FSM Capital Management, LLC
(Terrence P. Fergus)

First place individual honors
went to Alessandra Goyette,
from Highland High School,
who shot a 76; second place
was Samantha Webb, from
Lutheran West, who shot a 79;
and in third was Emma Picicco
from Kent Roosevelt, who shot
an 81. Rounding out the top 10:
Aly Kovach of Magnificat, 82;
Jenna Jacobson of Poland, 83;
Erin Frey of Medina, 83; Grace

Top left: LPGA Professional Barb Mucha
congratulates the top
three winners of the
event. Above: Sinking a
putt in one of the final
holes of the event. Left:
Prior to the tournament,
the wining team of Kent
Roosevelt picked up
some bunker tips from
local PGA Professionals
at the clinic.

Foundation VIP
($1,500-2,000)
Greater Cleveland Golf Assoc.
Roth Construction Company
(Bob & Kate Rothacker)
Luci & Ralph Schey Foundation
TorqHoist, Inc. (Dorothea Polster)

Prentiss of Copley, 83; Alyson
Veverka of Olmsted Falls, 83;
Grace Thompson of Kent Roosevelt, 84; and Lauren Neher of
Norwalk, 84.

PAR ($250-$500)
Baird (Chip Krueger)
Larry & Leigh Brattain
Teen Burke
Chisholm Associates
(Jason Chisholm)
Sherry Kahl
Pat & Bill Kurzenberger
Mainspring Solutions
(Thom Rogers)
Poppee’s Popcorn (Tom, Jennifer
& Tim McGuire)
Jim & Maribeth Wilson

“No matter what your score
is, the game of golf is a journey
that will take you places and
through it, you will make connections that will last a lifetime,” said LPGA Professional
and headliner Barb Mucha,
who is also an inductee of the
Cleveland Sports Hall of Fame.
During the morning skills sessions, Barb and LPGA player
Janice Moodie gave the girls
insights into how getting in the
right mindset affects the level
of play.
Since the formation of the
Ohio Girls Golf Foundation in
1994, the number of girls’ high
school golf teams in the state
has grown from zero to more
than 300.

From left: LPGA professional Janice Moodie, Tournament Director Helene D’Andrea, LPGA professional Barb Mucha and OGGF
Founder Mary Ann Bierman.

Mark your calendar for
the 2020 Showcase on July 27
at Avon Oaks Country Club.
Check out OGGF.org for registration information.

EAGLE ($500-$1,500)
Patty Jacobson
Northern Ohio PGA
Sunbelt Senior Tour

Friends of the
Foundation ($100-225)
Tony & Becky Busa
Linda Bender
Ralph DeFranco
Gino’s Awards
Diana & Jack Haran
Eric & Vickee Krieg
Tony Zampedro

If you would like to be a sponsor
for our 2020 Showcase, please
donate online at OGGF.org.

Ohio Girls Golf Foundation
32300 Detroit Road
Avon, Ohio 44011
www.oggf.org
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The mission of the OGGF is to
encourage, sponsor and support
the game of golf for girls by
providing college scholarships,
golf training programs and
financial assistance to attend
designated golf tournaments

2020 Clinic Locations
Black Brook Golf Course
8900 Lake Shore Blvd.
Mentor
(440) 951-0010
April 4, 11, 18, 25
10 to 11 a.m.
Pine Lakes Golf Club
6233 West Liberty Street
Hubbard
(330) 534-9026
April 19, 26, May 3, 10
11 a.m. to noon
Golf Club of Dublin
5805 Eiterman Road
Dublin
(614) 792-3825
April 11, 18, 25, May 2
10 to 11 a.m.

Take your game to the next level
with OGGF’s Spring Clinics

Whether you are a beginner or advanced golfer, these clinics can help take
your game to the next level. Girls ages 8 to 18 years old can get an early start
on their golf game, which will be held at the locations listed here. The instructional clinics conducted by PGA and LPGA instructors are geared to inform,
educate and expand girls’ knowledge in all aspects of golf, from full swing
to short game to putting. Cost is $20 per clinic. Deadline to sign up is two

weeks prior to the clinic start date. Register online at OGGF.org.

Mallard Creek
34500 Royalton Road
Columbia Station (440) 748-8231
May 2, 9, 16, 23
4 to 5 p.m.
Stone Oak Country Club
100 Stone Oak Boulevard
Holland
(419) 867-9105
April 4, 11, 18, 25
10 to 11 a.m.
Windmill Golf Center
1511 East Aurora Road
Macedonia
(330) 467-6425
April 4, 11, 18, 25
9 to 10 a.m.

