GOLF REPORT

With its instructional golf clinics, tournaments and scholarship program, the Ohio Girls Golf Foundation
introduces girls to countless educational, recreational and career opportunities through the game of golf.

From the President

What do our
headliner LPGA
Professional
Barb Mucha,
OGGF Founder
/Cleveland
Sports Hall of
Famer Mary
Ann Bierman,
and OGGF Past President Teen
Burke all have in common?
They did not play on their
high school girls’ golf team...
because there weren’t any.
Did these legends of golf let
that stop them?
No. They forged their own
path. Mucha played on the boys’
team (and beat them all), before
hitting the LPGA tour, where she
had five major wins and 115 top
ten finishes over the course of her
impressive 20-year career.
Fortunately for girls today,
the narrative has changed. With
more than 350 girls’ high school
teams in the state, there are more
doors of opportunities open than
ever for girls to learn, compete
and succeed at the game of golf.
Whether girls ages 8-18 are
accomplished players or brand
new to the game—the OGGF is
actively engaging them through
instructional clinics, our annual
Showcase tournament, college
scholarships and financial aid.
We could not do any of this
without our loyal and long-time
donor base and tireless grassroots team of volunteers. Our
“little charity that could” has
made great strides and is ready
at the crossroads for more.

Two decades in the making
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to think on the course and take
it one shot at a time. I still try to
think about that as I’m golfing.”

Coach Tom Rider from Warren JFK said, “Congratulations to
the OGGF on 20 years of special

To view the video, go to
OGGF.org and find it under the
Showcase tab.

OGGF has designated golf ranges throughout Ohio to reach
2022
OGGF
Showcase
more girls. Here are
the locations:

Monday,
July 25
West
Pines Golf Range
34455 Chester Road
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High school girls are invited to
(440)
871-1414
play in this premier event head-

lined by LPGA Tour Professional
Golf
Improvement Center
Barb
Mucha.
Enjoy instructional
116
Medina
Road
clinics
in
the
morning,
followed
Medina
by an
18-hole tournament and
(330)
239-3500
awards dinner at Avon Oaks

Pine Lakes Golf Club
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—Patricia Nugent, OGGF President

ANNUAL FUND
DONORS
As a nonprofit organization, we
rely on individual and corporate
donations. If you are interested in
joining our loyal group of donors,
please send us your donation in
the enclosed envelope or donate
online at OGGF.org. Funds are
used for college scholarships, instructional golf clinics and financial
aid for girls to attend tournaments.
Thank you to our 2021 donors:
Jeanie Belhobek
Penny Bitzer
Krista Carlisle
Sally Conley
Julie Conrad
Sarah Cybulski
Lynn Gross
Laura Haag
Jane Marshall
Regan Marshall
Sam Murray
Olivia Ritter
Erica Rivera
Kenneth Rush
Mary, William & Olivia Shade
Craig & Stella Thomas
Sarah Thomas
Jon Wagner
Lisa & Kevin Zak
IN MEMORIAM
Patricia Perme — in memory of
Kathy Newton
Jeanne Pritchard — in memory of
Jeanne Flockenzier, Past
Executive Director of WOSGA
Constance Strong — in memory of
Kathy Newton
Virginia Wilhelm — in memory of
Kathy Newton
IN HONOR
Kimberly Gardner — in honor of
Madison Greer
Terry Seibert — in honor of Kaitlin
Seibert
Tom & Joan Vlacovsky— in honor
of all former founders of the LPGA
Michelle & Chris Gillcrist — in
honor of Ainsley Gillcrist

From the Executive Director

It has been an honor to be Executive Director
of the OGGF during the recent surge in girls golf.
According to the National Golf Foundation, girls
ages 11-18 who play golf have increased from 15
percent in 2000 to 34 percent last year. Women
are also getting more opportunity to play while
pursuing higher education; female college scholarships were among the fastest growing areas of
awards the past year, according to Golf Digest.
I am proud to lead an organization that continues to provide
opportunities for girls during the
challenging times caused by the
pandemic. I would like to thank
everyone for their enthusiasm
and support as we continue our
mission to instruct, support and
educate girls through the great
game of golf.

* Please forgive us if we left out any names,
as every donation is most appreciated

positive impact on their communities
after graduation.

Due to the generosity of our Sponsors and
the OGGF community through the years, we
were able to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of
the OGGF High School Showcase and award
OGGF College Scholarships last year. We hosted
a record number (102) of participants in the 20th
OGGF High School Showcase. It was wonderful
to hear from so many of the past champions during the awards dinner and to learn how much
playing in the event meant to them. We look
forward to welcoming the first time and twentyfirst time teams again this year to Avon Oaks on
July 25 for this fun event.
The OGGF had another record setting year in
2021 with the number of OGGF scholarship applications we received. I am proud that we were
able to award eight college scholarships to very
deserving candidates who I know will make a

The OGGF Spring Clinics provided me with
the opportunity to meet the 74 inspirational girls
who participated last year. I was so motivated
by their enthusiasm to learn the game or to hone
already existing skills, that I enlisted my daughter to start taking golf lessons with me last year.
I have been a member of the golfing community
for 29 years, but had never even swung a golf
club or encouraged my daughter to play. We are
looking forward to getting out on the golf course
together this year for some much needed motherdaughter time. I encourage each of you to do the
same with your family members. After all, golf is
the sport of a lifetime.
Wishing each of you good health and many
birdies in 2022! Thank you for being a member of
the OGGF Community.
—Lynne Plaisance, OGGF Executive Director

By the Numbers
Where our Funding Comes From

Individual Donors

45

Other Non-Profit Organizations

35

Corporate Title Sponsor

20

Where our funds come from

Corporate Title
Sponsorship - 20%
Individual
Donors - 45%

Other Nonprofit
Organizations - 35%

College Scholarships
In 1996, the OGGF awarded its first
$1,000 scholarship and the program grew
from there, with one girl winning the first
year, then three girls the next year, seven the
following year and growing to eight or more
girls nearly every year throughout the 2000s.
In 2021, we had the most applicants in our
history.

Through the Years

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS

Charlie Wood (in memory of
Patty Wood)
Colleen O’Brien (in memory of
Maureen T. O’Brien)
Fairchild Family Foundation
In honor of Teen Burke (anonymous)

It’s never too late to start playing golf!
Here’s our fearless Executive Director
taking a lesson from LPGA Teaching Professional Kristin Reboul at the
Windmill Golf Center, above. Joining
her is daughter Chelsey, left.

1974
A group of
athletic directors
in Youngstown
forms the first girls
high school golf
league.

1980s
A handful of high
school teams are
formed in the
Warren,
Youngstown and
Ashtabula areas.

1993
The OHSAA
sanctions the first
Ohio Girls Golf
State Championship in Columbus.

1994
The OGGF is
established in
Northeast Ohio,
becoming a catalyst for growing
the game. More
girls teams are
formed throughout the decade.

2002
The OGGF begins
its annual high
school Showcase
Event. Teams and
individuals from
across the state
play in it.

2021-2022
There are more
than 350 girls high
school golf teams
in Ohio. At the
State Championship, the girls
all-time lowest
scoring record, 67,
was tied...twice.

Girls shine at 2021 Showcase
Celebrating our 20th year of the OGGF
Showcase, a record number of 102 high school
players took to the course for a skills clinic, 18hole tournament and awards dinner. We were
joined by LPGA Tour Professionals Barb Mucha
and Janice Moodie, who shared tips with the
girls during the clinic so they could hone their
skills.

game. Sydnie Leavery, one of our participants
from Kent Roosevelt, said it best on her social
media post following the event: “We had great
clinics, good food and fun seeing and making
new friends. I am so thankful for all of the amazing people and sponsors who help run the tournament and make it happen. This is probably my
favorite tournament that I play in every year!”

The top three scores were Brooklyn Millard
of Aurora (69), followed by Sydney Leyerle of
Helena (70) and Sherry Du of Hudson (75), who
are pictured below with Barb Mucha.
The
field
consisted
of 11 high
school
teams,
along
with 26
golfers
competing as individuals.
Magnificat won
the team trophy, pictured far right, followed
by Hudson High School and Highland High
School. Other schools fielding a team were
Avon, Avon Lake, Chagrin Falls, Kent Roosevelt, Lexington, Mapleton, Medina and
Shaker Heights.

EAGLE ($500-$1,000)
William & Mary Ann Bierman
Teen Burke
Cleveland Women’s Golf Assoc.
Helene & Christopher D’Andrea
BIRDIE ($350)
Sherry Kahl
Pat & Bill Kurzenberger
Mainspring Solutions
(Thom Rogers)

Apply for college scholarships by March 31

In 2021—thanks to our generous donors—
the OGGF awarded eight college scholarships:
Jayne Bernard, Cardinal Mooney High School;
Katie Bice, Louisville High School; Rachel
DiDonato, Green High School; Kelly Hutton,
Salem Senior High School; Sydney Leyerle, Gibsonburg High School; Emily Michalak, North

SHOWCASE SPONSOR
($5,000)
FSM Capital Management, LLC
(Terrence P. Fergus)
Northern Ohio PGA Section
Foundation
FOUNDATION VIP
($1,500-3,500)
Greater Cleveland Golf Assoc.
Ralph & Luci Schey Foundation
Roth Construction Company
(Bob & Kate Rothacker)
TorqHoist, Inc. (Dorothea Polster)

Our tournament is not just about shooting
the lowest score, but fostering a love of the

To support local girls in their future endeavors, OGGF awards college scholarships to girls
who have been involved in the game of golf in
any capacity. Over the past 25 years, the Foundation has awarded more than $125,000 in college scholarships to 130-plus girls and counting.

THANKS TO
OUR SHOWCASE
SPONSORS

Royalton High School; Katelyn Neil, Westerville
Central High School; Alyson Veverka, Olmsted
Falls High School.
The deadline for Ohio high school seniors to
apply for a 2022 scholarship is March 31. Applications are available at OGGF.org.
In addition to scholarships, the Foundation
also awards girls financial aid throughout the
year to travel and play in tournaments, locally,
regionally and nationally. Applications are
accepted year-round, and also are available on
our website.

PAR ($250)
Baird (Chip Krueger)
Tony & Becky Busa
The Chisholm Associates
(Jason Chisholm)
Bill Stasuk
FRIENDS OF THE
FOUNDATION ($100-$225)
Tom & Leslie Croyle
Gino’s Awards (Gino Zavarella, Jr.)
Drs. Michael Goyette &
Julie Reeves
Nancy Forhan
Diana & Jack Haran
Michael Heisterkamp, PGA
PRODUCT SPONSORS
Ahead (Devon Holden)
GOJO Industries - PURELL
(Carey Jaros)
Stinger Tees & Western Birch
(Louis Rittberger)
If you would like to be a sponsor for
our 2022 Showcase, please donate
online at OGGF.org.
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The mission of the OGGF is to
encourage, sponsor and support
the game of golf for girls by
providing college scholarships,
golf training programs and
financial assistance to attend
designated golf tournaments

Take your game to the next level
at OGGF’s Spring Clinics
Whether you are a beginner or advanced golfer,
these clinics can help improve your game.
Girls ages 8 to 18 years old can get an early start
on their golf game at the spring clinics, which will
be held at six locations throughout the state.
The instructional clinics conducted by PGA and
LPGA instructors are geared to inform, educate
and expand girls’ knowledge in all aspects of golf,
from full swing to short game to putting.
Cost is $20 per clinic.

Deadline to sign up is two
weeks prior to the clinic start date.
Register online at OGGF.org.

2022 Clinic Locations
Black Brook Golf Course
8900 Lake Shore Boulevard
Mentor			
(440) 951-0010
April 9, 16, 23, 30
10 to 11 a.m.
Golf Club of Dublin
5805 Eiterman Road
Dublin			
April 9, 16, 23, 30

(614) 792-3825
10 to 11 a.m.

Medina Country Club
5588 Wedgewood Road
Medina			
(330) 725-6621
April 16, 23, 30, May 7 4 to 5 p.m.
Pine Lakes Golf Club
6233 West Liberty Street
Hubbard		
(330) 534-9026
April 23, 30, May 7, 14 noon to 1 p.m.
Stone Oak Country Club
100 Stone Oak Boulevard
Holland			
(419) 867-9105
April 30, May 7, 14, 21 10 to 11 a.m.
Windmill Golf Center
1511 East Aurora Road
Macedonia		
(330) 467-6425
April 9, 16, 23, 30
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
		
or 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

